38) 21 N. Oneida — Having recently arrived from Star Lake, lumberman
John A. McDonald rented this home in 1908. By 1910, his widow was
living elsewhere, while the Harvey Tuttle family occupied this house.

39) 27 N. Oneida — Built in 1887 by J. B. Schell, this house was purchased
around 1900 by Fred Moore, who started as bookkeeper for the paper mill
in the spring of 1908, It remained in the Moore family until at least 1970.

40) 35 N. Oneida — Built in 1891 and purchased ten years later by the
Methodist Church, this house served as its parsonage for over 50 years. At
that time, the Methodist Church was located on the southwest corner of
Rives and Stevens Street. In 1908, Rev. S. J. Tink was pastor.

41) 12 N. Oneida — In 1907, owner Mrs. Mary MacQueen and daughters
Belle and Mary, put in a foundation and two-story addition to the rear of
this 1887 home. It was occupied by her daughters until 1952.

42) 127 E. Rives — Daniel B. St came to Rhinelander in 1891 to establish
the Stevens & Sons sawmill. He built this home for his family a year later.
Stevens also served as district assemblyman 19091910 . In 1908, the home was
also occupied by Stevens’ daughter, Lucy, and her husband, Edward Flagg, who
were married in the house two years earlier. They all moved to Idaho in 1913.

43) 106 N. Oneida — The Congregational Church built this house in 1888 for
use as a parsonage . It was completely remodeled in 1926 and remained
the parsonage until 1968. In 1908 it was occupied by Rev. Grant Clark.

44) 215 E. Rives — Built after 1925; in 1927 occupied by Alvin H. Nelson,
assistant manager of Rhinelander Builders” Supply Co.

45) 223 E. Rives — Rudy Mueller, sales manager for Thunder Lake Lumber
Company, built this home around 1921.

46) 231 E. Rives — Built in 1887 by lawyer Levi Billings, who came to
Rhinelander from Green Bay after accepting the position of Oneida County
District Attorney. The wrap-around porch and many of the architectural
features were later additions to the house.

47) 106 N. Baird — Charles Stevens was the youngest son of D. B. Stevens
(#42) and was also a partner in the Stevens sawmill. He lived in this house
until 1913 when he followed his father and sisters west.

48) 303 Dahl - In 1908, Charles Lovett, originally from Michigan, had only
been in Rhinelander a short while when he was living in this home.
Manager of Brown Bros. mill and later secretary-treasurer for Thunder Lake
Lumber Co., Lovett lived here more than twenty years.

49) 306 Dahl — The house on this site in 1908 looked nothing like it does
today. The home, occupied in 1908 by Vindicator publisher William H.
Trumbull, was either drastically remodeled or razed so that a new home
could be built by Solon D. Sutliff around 1921.

50) 17 S. Baird — Occupied in 1908 by George Edmonds, this was later the
home for many years of John Rhodes, who enlarged it to a duplex in the
1930s. It is now the parsonage for St. Mark’s Church.

51) 231 Dahl - Archie Sievwright built this home, his second in
Rhinelander, in 1894. Sievwright came to the area from Stevens Point in
1882. A timber cruiser and estimator, he was the first County Sheriff and
later was County Surveyor.

52) 227 Dahl - In 1908, Charles Paulk, yard foreman and eventually
superintendent of Brown Bros. sawmill, lived in this 1894 home. It was
later occupied by attorney Harry Reevs, followed by his son, Charles Reevs.

53) 221 Dahl - Reuben C. Dayton purchased this house in 1903. Dayton
came to the city in 1900 to establish the Wisconsin Veneer Company. In
1917 he returned to Michigan and the home was later occupied for more
than forty years by the Charles A. Macdonald family.
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54) 215 Dahl — William Eibel came to Rhinelander in 1905 to accept the
position of general manager of the Rhinelander Paper Mill after the
retirement of E. A. Edmonds, from whom he also purchased this house. In
1907, Eibel developed and patented a process to increase the production of
newsprint. He was also responsible for the mill’s transition to the more
profitable butcher wrap, which was called “King William”.

55) 4 N. Oneida — Built in 1892 by Dr. Fred Hinman, only a portion of the
original veranda which once wrapped around the Dahl St. side of the house
remains. Hinman left the city for a short while in 1902 and sold the home
to his lumber company partner, Fred Johnson. When Johnson moved to
Michigan in the fall of 1908, Hinman again became owner. Mrs. Hinman,
the former Anna Anderle, was the first woman in Wisconsin to receive a
pharmacist’s license and may have occasionally worked with her husband
in his pharmacy. The house has been in the Treweek family since 1932.

1908 was a busy time for Rhinelander as construction of City Hall
also began in the spring of that
year. Ashland architect, Henry
Wildhagen, repeatedly made the
trip to Rhinelander to oversee the
work done on his plans by local
contractors. His eclectic design
for city hall was a change from
his usual Romanesque style and
was an extreme contrast to the
design eventually chosen by the
new courthouse committee, to
which Wildhagen had also submitted plans. The impressive clock
tower of the new City Hall, seen here in a photo from around 1913,
never received any clocks and was removed in 1957.
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hen Rhinelander was originally platted in 1882, it was part of
Lincoln county. Founders of the village were apparently looking
towards the future and already had visions of a new northern county
with Rhinelander as the county seat, because the original plat of the
village included a site for a future courthouse — in the center of the
block downtown where Zion church is today.

It took three years to create Oneida County and another two years before
the heated debate over where its borders should lie was settled.
Surrounding counties, especially Lincoln, did not want to lose its
valuable timber land. When Oneida was finally organized in 1887, its
northern border stretched all the way to the Michigan state line, including
many logging camps owned by firms from Merrill, Wausau, Stevens
Point and other Wisconsin cities. Almost half of Oneida’s acreage was
lost when Vilas was created in 1893, but the borders continued to
fluctuate until 1905, when the final change to county lines was made by
adding the towns of Minocqua and Woodruff from Vilas.

Despite earlier plans, when the first
courthouse was built in 1887, it was
located on the site of the present building,
on land which was reported to be a potato
field, with only a few small houses
nearby. A separate structure was built
behind the courthouse for use as the
County Jail and Sheriffs offices. (site A
on the enclosed map) The potato field
disappeared as the surrounding area was
quickly developed and filled with homes.

With the decision to build a new structure in 1908, the first courthouse
was moved across Baird Avenue (site B on the map) and used as a
teacher’s school. It served that purpose until 1949 when it was
remodeled for apartments and was finally razed around 1953. One of the
windows from this original structure can be seen in the Rhinelander
Historical Society Museum on Pelham Street.

The Walking Tour of area homes begins south of the courthouse at the
corner of Court Park and Baird Ave, and ends at the comer of Dahl and
S. Oneida. Court Park was originally named Clark Street. The name
change occurred in 1933, at the urging of Arthur Taylor’s widow.
Taylor had been a strong proponent for building the new courthouse.
Elm Court, originally Atlantic, was also renamed around the same time.

The majority of the houses in the courthouse area were built before 1894
and many families retained ownership for over fifty years; children
inherited property or built or purchased homes near where they had been

‘raised. By 1920, many of these grand homes were occupied by single

women, widows of early pioneers, who took in boarders to fill the empty
rooms. After WWII, when the trend turned to smaller, one-story homes,
a large number of these houses were remodeled into apartments.

In 1959, the courthouse neighborhood was also the scene of tragedy
when a 1920’s home on S. Baird Ave (site C on the map) was
demolished in an explosion which was felt several blocks away. Mrs.
Cora Morgan and her 18-month-old granddaughter were killed in the
blast. It was later determined the cause was an unused, but defective
gas pipe which leaked gas into the basement. The community came
together to establish a fund for James Morgan and his wife, Shirley,
who suffered serious burns in the explosion. The site is now part of
the parking lot next to St. Mark’s Church.




&\‘ indicates home was built after 1908

f==7 indicates a home or structure which existed in 1908 but has since
~--¢ . _been moved or demolished

1) 234 Court Park — New Yorkers Willard, Mary and Edward Boyce lived
here in 1908. Boyce, a recent widower, was a foreman at the paper mill.
Son Edward would become bookkeeper for the Rhinelander Lighting
Company, and later manager of its successor, Wisconsin Public Service.

2) 228 Court Park — Willard T. Stevens came to Rhinelander with his
father (#42) and brothers in 1890 to establish Stevens & Sons sawmill. Like
his father, Willard had an interest in politics and became Oneida Co Sheriffin
1896. He was also district assemblyman from 1912 to 1919. Upon his death
in 1937, his sister, Lucy Flagg, inherited the house and lived here until 1965,
Both this house and the Boyce home were half their current size in 1908.

3) 222 Court Park ~C&NW agent Charles W. Scott and wife, Laura,
moved into this rental in the spring of 1908. The 1894 bungalow had been
enlarged by attaching a shed, which was moved from behind the courthouse,
to the back of the home around 1905. Former neighbors say that during the
Depression, retired sheriff Charles Crofoot once ran a “tea room” of sorts
from this addition for the convenience of employees of the courthouse.
Crofoot’s descendants lived in the home into the 1990s.

4) 216 Court Park — Arthur Taylor purchased this 1892 home from Benjamin
F. Smith in 1900. At one time, the house was painted various shades of red with
cream trimmings. Taylor came to Rhinelander in 1891 after purchasing a bottling
business, which was eventually granted one of the first Coca Cola franchises in
Wisconsin. The family was involved in the business until 1985, when it was sold
to Coca Cola Midwest. Except for a period during the 1950s, the Taylor family
retained ownership of the home until 1977. Taylor was chairman of the Oneida
Co. Board in 1908 and head of the committee for building the courthouse.

5) 210 Court Park — Not built until after 1921, possibly by dentist,
Archibald McArthur. It was later occupied by Ernest Draheim.

6) 204 Court Park — Widow Kate McIndoe, whose sons, Thomas and
Charles, were early residents of Rhinelander, moved here from Wausau and
purchased this home in 1892, building an addition and carriage house. A
tennis court was added in 1903. Mrs. McIndoe also ran a boarding house
here. The home remained in the McIndoe family until the 1970s.

7) 113 8. Oneida — Jacob Cihla built this house in 1922 for Francis P. and
Helen McIndoe Hildebrand. Hildebrand, the son of Frank, grew up just down
the street (#18) and was county coroner at the time. The property for the new
home was a wedding gift from Kate McIndoe, Helen’s grandmother(#6).

8) 205 Eim Court — Lumberman Charles P Crosby purchased this home in
1902. The house originally had a three-story tower in the right front corner which
was removed in the 1930s. While Crosby was busy buying and selling cut-over
lands in the 1920s, his wife, Helen, was such an active suffragette and strong
proponent for dry laws, she was reportedly asked to run for mayor, but declined.

9) 215 Elm Court — In the summer of 1891, pharmacist John J Reardon
and his soon-to-be neighbor across the street, Benjamin Lewis (#14), com-
peted to see who would be the first to get his home completed. Reardon came to
Rhinelander in 1887 after purchasing a pharmacy. His son, Ron, partnered with
him in 1918. The rear of the house, originally one story, was expanded to two
floors around 1921. The home remained in the Reardon family until 1947.

10) 221 Flm Court ~ Lawyer and judge, Paul Browne, came to the city in
1888 and built this home shortly afterward. Married to Florence Brown, of
Rhinelander’s founding family, Browne also dealt in real estate — his west side
orchard became the Highland View addition. Although the Browns are
usually given credit for establishing the paper mill, it was Paul Browne who
purchased the land and water power rights, drew up the articles of incorpora-
tion, sold the preferred stock and was secretary of the company for 38 years..

11) 229 Elm Court — Built in 1906, this was the second home of Dr. Alfred
D. Daniels (#26). Designed by architect Joseph P Jogerst of Wausau, it is an
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excellent example of Shingle Style architecture. Although he was a doctor

by profession, Daniels was also a businessman and had many land and lumber
interests. In 1886, he partnered with Judge McCormick in the Bank of
Rhinelander, which was later incorporated as First National Bank. He also
established the Oneida Gas Company and Daniels Manufacturing, which
eventually evolved into today’s Printpack.

12) 232 Elm Court — This house was probably built in 1911 for Ely D
Sterling, brother of Mrs. Ella Daniels. Sterling was vice-president of the
Oneida Gas Co and lived with the Daniels family in 1910. By 1912 he was
married and living here. The home was later occupied for many years by
the Kirsch and Dandoneau families.

13) 228 Elm Court — Percy Boynton, a clerk at Kretlow’s Drug Store,
purchased this newly built house in 1907. Boynton later turned to farming
and by 1914, the home was occupied by Mrs. Helen Alban, widow of
pioneer lawyer, judge and postmaster, Stephen Alban. The Alban’s
daughter Edith, Mrs. Ben Lewis, lived next door (#14),

14) 218 Elm Court — Bennett R Lewis brought his hardware store to
Rhinelander in 1888, a branch of the store established by him and his brother,
John, in Antigo. Married to Edith Alban in the spring of 1891, Lewis built this
Stick Style Queen Anne home the following summer. The hardware store was
in business for almost 80 years; the house remained in the family until 1969.

15) 210 Elm Court - In 1908, this home was occupied by Mitchell H.
Raymond, cashier at Merchants State Bank since 1890. Raymond was also
treasurer and on the board of many other major firms and organizations in
Rhinelander. After his death in 1933, the house was occupied by lawyer
‘Walter F Kaye for more than forty years.

16) 207 S.Oneida — A cashier for the First National Bank, William
Ashton’s early work experience was as telegraph operator for the
Milwaukee Lake Shore and Western Railway. He lived in this home,
which then fronted on Elm Court, in 1908, but later moved next door (#17).
This house then became the home of mayor Fred Anderle.

17) 219 S. Oneida — This was either the former carriage house of Frank
Hildebrand (#18) or built by him as a rental around 1904. Dr. John Hogan
lived here in 1908, but by 1912, it was occupied by William Ashton (#16).

18) 203 Pleasant St~ Built by Frank A. Hildebrand in 1892, this house
originally fronted on Oneida Ave. Enlarged by several porch additions
which were later enclosed and built up, the appearance of the original home
has been lost. It was given its Tudor Revival style look in a 1930s remodel-
ing by son-in-law and daughter, Albert and Eva O’Melia. Hildebrand came
to Rhinelander in 1886, established a furniture business and later a funeral
home. The O’Melias kept the home in the family for almost fifty more years.

19) 211 Pleasant St — Occupied in 1908 by Thomas W. Groomes, his wife
Anna, and 12-yr-old son. Groomes worked for Frank Hildebrand, driving a
team for the furniture store. The small house was used until at least 1950.

20) 215 Pleasant St.— Built in 1939 for oil dealer, Carl Sandvick, whose
family still retains ownership.

21) 221 Pleasant St — Milan Sutliff and wife, the former Jennie Barnes,
built this home in 1907. Sutliff; a brother to Sol (#49), was a lumber dealer
and left for Park Falls in 1910, selling the home to Dr. Clarence Richards.

22) 227 Pleasant St — William D. Harrigan purchased this year-old home in
1917. Harrigan came to Rhinelander in 1882 as an employee of Brown
Bros. and left the city in 1902 a wealthy man, Although he moved to
Idaho, he and his family returned to the city often, boarding with friends or
at a hotel until finally buying this home. Descendants of his daughter,
Virginia, still own the property.

23) 315 8. Oneida — Although there was a school on this site in 1908, the
building located here now was not sitting here 100 years ago — it is actually
the third Curran School built on this spot. Fire destroyed the first Curran
School in 1905 and it was quickly rebuilt. In 1932, the second structure
was also destroyed by fire, after which the current building was constructed.
The school was remodeled for office space in 2006.

24) 210 S. Oneida — Purchased in 1907 by bartender, Fred Perron, who lived
here until at least 1917. It was later occupied by the Harry Goldstone family until
the 1940s. Goldstone had a clothing store on South Brown Street..

25) 136 S. Oneida — Newlywed Burleigh Horr purchased this home in
1897. Horr owned a grocery nearby on Davenport Street until 1921,
became Highway Commissioner and later owned a culvert company. After
1920 he moved his family several houses north (#31) .

26) 132 S. Oneida — Built as the first home of Dr. A, D. Daniels (#11), in
1908 this house was occupied by Justice of the Peace, William B. LaSelle
and his son-in-law and daughter, Frank and Ethel Sawtelle. LaSelle came
to Rhinelander in 1893 after purchasing a partnership in the Rapids House,
the city’s first hotel, located on the northwest corner of Stevens and King
streets. His business partner was his brother-in-law, Charles Chafee.

27) 126 8. Oneida — Built around 1910, possibly by Mrs. Anna O’Connor,
widow of dentist Charles O’Connor. Her new neighbors included her father
and sister (#26). Mrs. O’Connor lived here for more than thirty years.

28) 122 8. Oneida — Land and real estate entrepeneur Christopher Eby
built this house in 1891. It was purchased in 1906 by Walter Joslin after his
own home was moved from the triangle on Stevens Street to make room for
City Hall. Joslin owned a livery stable and later became an agent for the
Deep Rock Oil Company. He lived here until 1947.

29) 116 S. Oneida — Elijah C. Sturdevant built this home before 1894,
Originally from Merrill, Sturd came to Rhinelander in 1888, was
elected Oneida Co. Clerk of Courts and remained so until 1922, when he
became Register in Probate. He lived in this house until his death in 1923.

30) 110 S. Oneida — Purchased in 1891 by Gid Clark. Clark and partner Tim
Lennon owned a hardware store. In 1908, occupied by lawyer D. H. Walker.

31) 104 S. Oneida — This house was built in 1887 and purchased in 1891
by grocer, David J Cole, whose widow lived here in 1908. It was later
occupied by Burleigh Horr (#25) and his wife Nellie, who was the daughter
of the Coles, and remained in the Horr family until the 1950s.

32) 16 S. Oneida — Jeweler E. G. Squiers built this home in 1893. Remodeled
and enlarged to two stories in 1909, the house was occupied by the Franciscan
Sisters of St. Mary’s Church after 1920. It was used as a convent until after 1950.

33) 10 S. Oneida — Frank E. Jackson, then a traveling salesman, purchased
this home in 1905 from grocer E. C. Vessey. Jackson lived in the house
until the 1920s when it became the home of Bradley Taylor, who grew up
nearby (#4). Taylor lived here until 1975.

34) 126 W. Davenport — Built as a one-story home in 1887, an “upright”
was later added, then a porch which was enclosed, the second story was
expanded and another porch added, etc., making the interior of the home
one small room after another. It was sold to dentist Eldridge Keith in 1894
and the Keith family retained ownership until 1935.

35) 125 E. Davenport— The current building was constructed in 1968;
however, originally on this site was the home built in 1886 by lawyer,
Arthur W. Shelton and his wife, Mary. Mary Howe Shelton was a graduate
of the University of Wisconsin, where she met her future husband, and was
responsible for bringing a Carnegie library to Rhinelander. Arthur Shelton,
who was also publisher of the Rhinelander Herald, died in the fall of 1908, a little
more than a week before the corner stone for the new courthouse was placed.

36) 13 N Oneida Ave - Built in 1889, this house was purchased in 1903 by
Peter Koelzer who owned a flour and feed store on S. Brown Street. Originally
from Manitowoc, Koelzer came to Rhinelander after daughter Julia married
Judge John Bames. The home remained in the family until 2000. It was later
remodeled for business purposes.

37) 19 N. Oneida — Built after 1921, possibly for John D. Mylrea, owner of
Thunder Lake Lumber Company, the last of the lumber mills in Rhinelander.




